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The church, at 820 M. Goodman 51, has taken the uniesual step of buying neighboring
praperly in hopes of reclaiming a frouhied street comer, Like many comers in

Also Cnllne " :
;,'.gh,-:NW Rachester, this one, at Marth Goodman and Bay sireais, had fallen prey o erime; the
insider buildings around it, to neglact.
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"The comer had been a aomer of darkness,” said e Roy. Tany Marorana,

So Martorana, B1, who took over leadership of Joy Cammunity Church after the
farmer pastor el ill, enjoined his congregants te save it "You're going 1o light the
night," he said.

And they did — set it ablaze is mora like i, by instailling high-wattage lights on the
buibding next door,

Mow they plan to do soin the figurative sensa In the bvo-story, 8,000-square-foct
building, at S04 and B06-018 M, Goodman St., the church intends 1o put a dinic, an ice
cream parior, a coffeshouse "for fellowship” and the Hope Shop — a ministry centar
that will offer foad and clothing; a community phone and copy maching; and insfruction
in computer iteracy, reading and English language.

Te expand and anlarge, stretch out fo the left and the rght,” said Marlarana, echeing

http:/inl newsbank.com/nl-search/we/Archives?p action=doc&p docid=115E07DO00B4E0R0&p docnum...

Page 1 of 3

i i‘"r-.‘

'l-n

45720007



serat and Chronicle Newspaper Archive - Purchase articles from democratandchronicle.com Page 2 of 3

the instructions left him by the farmer pastor, the Rey, Al Gerhardt, "That's all
happening,”

The first floar of the building had been home Lo a sandwich shop, and a pizza placa
and har; the seeend, to six apartments. All that remains ara fpgped-up walls and floors,
the odd piece of industrial ware and a growing stockpile of things the church will need
1o reinvent the place; donated medical equipment for the clinic, boxes of Pampers,
bernchas for an outdoor calie that Martorana envisions in the parking lol out back.

The building brims with good intenlions — in othar words, il needs work — and
Martorana is counting on velunteers te help. Some, from other area churches and one
in Florida, already have, Joy Community should hawve no protlem finding mare, i its
past success at overcoming obstackes is any indication.

Church marnbsars over a number of years raisad al kast $135,000 1o purchase the
Gaodman Building. In the last several years, they've alse renavated the church, a
farmer funeral heme. and changed its name from New Jerusalem to Joy Community,

Meanwhile, membership has doubled, and diversified, The fomerdy all-white church —
which moved to its current location In 1925 from Bushnell's Basin because members
fell a calling 1o serve people in the: city — i now 340 percent African-American and
Hispanic, by Martorana's estimate.

And the carner an which the church and ministry center stand isn't so troubled
anymerg, although congregants have had o enduns repeated vandalizm of their cars
and the parking lot.

“When | drive by there, 1 ook and I'm amazed al how proactive they are,” said Pete
Brunett, eastside commander far the Rochester Police Department. That intersection
had been plagued with "violent event after viclent event,” he said, butits much quieter
since Joy Sommunity asserted its presence.

Marlorana bas ingratiated himsall with the palice and asked them to hang arcwnd the
church, for example, on Father’s Day "sa the palice could be seen just saying hello to
people and walking around,” said Brunett.

"He's really trying to make a difference down there, You-can tell he really cares, and if
he cares that much, it rebs off on other people. The palice officers are actually drawn
to that lecation o help out,"

Martorana describes himself as a visionary, *I'm not a maintenance (man). 1'm kingd of
a huilder,” he said.

In fact, the church is negatiafing for praperty hehind it to build a8 new sanchuary,
Images of whal il might look like, a5 well as the ice cream parlar, coffea shop and a
youth center, flash on a flat-screen TV outside the main sanctuary. "Hopes, dreams,"
Martaorana said as the pictures poppad up.

Ciriginally, thaugh, he didn't envision building anything in the church’s cument lacation,
The nondenominaticnal Christian congregation hadn'l grown since it moved Lo
Rochester, and no ane from the neighborhood atlended, Martorana, whe lives in
Irordequoit, advacated far maving 1o a suburk.

"I gaict, "I inone vear's fime it doesn't grow, ket’s move and send maney back o the
community, "™ he said.

But they stayed put, and their money did, tea, allhough their investment isn'l only
manetary. The church, Martorana sald, throws block parties in the summer at which it
screens mavies and serves "a housand hot dogs and hamburgers.” "And the city
falks." Marorana said, "have a sale place Lo sil"

In ke fulura, Madorana hopes 1o pravide on-Ltha-job raining and a small stipend for
neighberhocd residents who come 10 work at the ice cream parler and coffee shop.

He hopes 1o transfarm the apartments above into lemporary housing for the needy,
and the parking It inta a free famers market.

"We use the parking 1ot like it's Conay Island,” Mardorana said,

Forall its positive impact. though, the church is indeed still an island. The parking kot
backs up lo what Martorana said is 8 crack howse. Around the comer, he said, livas a
family that had no gas or electricity, no refrigerator and hokes in thelr raof.

“Coeming fram New York City, I've never seen poverty like this," said Marterana, a
Bronx native, "The need is sa tremendous.”
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Bul za, il seems, is Joy Communily's drive o fill it. Church members deliver frae
groceries to about 30 area homes an Saturdays, and they distribute free faad from
Wiagrnans on Tuasdays and Thursdays.

On a recent Tuesday, several pasiors puf out Icaves of Wegmans bread, doughnuts
and praduce.

"We've had a steady siream of people come hreugh,” said Bill Cody, cormmunily relief
pastor.

“anessa Gill, placing a cucumber in a plastic bag, daclared the church's actions
“really wonderful”

"It's cleaned up," the Merth Goodman resident said. "I's a lol safer when you can get
out your car and net sea & lot of people on he streat.”

Behind her, a tamily of six pullad up ina van, The driver, Viclar Miltan, explained that
he and his wile and four children bad just moved to Rochester from Michigan and
were lacking a few things. In a flash, Cedy ducked into the ministry center and
retumed wilh some chairs, and an offer of a matching table and a bed,

"Welcame to the community," Marterana said te Milten's wife, Brenda, as the men
lzadead the van. "Good 1o have you hera "
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What: Live nativity scens and holiday celebration.
When: o fo 9 p.m, Dec 22,

Where: Joy Community Church, 2880 M. Goaadman 51

Information: Far marg about this event, or aboul Ihe church, call {585) 288-00.30.
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